THE SUPREME DEBATE             423
Mason denounced Randolph for the latter's apostasy. "I know," said Mason, "that he once saw as great danger in it as I do. What has happened since this to alter his opinion?" Of course, the Confederation was defective and reform needed; but the Constitution was no reform. Without previous amendments, "we never can accede to it. Our duty to God and to our posterity forbids it," l declared the venerable author of Virginia's Bill of Rights and the Constitution of the State.
Henry Lee answered with fire and spirit, first rebuking "the irregular and disorderly manner" in which the opposition had carried on the debate. As to the cat story, Mason ought to know "that ridicule is not the test of truth. Does he imagine that he who can raise the loudest laugh is the soundest reasoner?" And Mason's "insinuations" about the "well-born" being elected to Congress were "unwarrantable." He hoped that "we shall hear no more of such groundless aspersions." Lee's speech is valuable only as showing the rising spirit of anger which was beginning to appear even in Virginia's well-conducted, parliamentary, and courteous debate.2
The Anti-Constitutionalists were now bringing all their guns into action. The second Revolutionary soldier to speak for the opposition now arose. William Grayson was almost as attractive a military
had been Tories.  (Grigsby, i, 193; Elliott, iii, 269; also Kowland, ii, 240.) As we have seen most of the Tories and Revolutionary soldiers were united for the Constitution. Th^se former enemies were brought together by a common desire for a strong National Government. 1 Elliott, iii, 262-72.                         2 Ib.9 272-73.